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DEATH OF REV. W. N. McELROY. 

After an illness of one week, the Eev. Dr. William N. McElroy, vener- 
able preacher of the gospel and active worker in the Methodist Church, 
succumbed to pneumonia, at 5 :30 o'clock in the afternoon, Monday, Jan- 
uary 6, at his home, 1125 South Second Street, Springfield, Illinois. 

Last June, the Eev. Dr. McElroy celebrated his eightieth birthday an- 
niversary. At that time he was hale and hearty and preached a wonder- 
ful sermon on Methodism in the First Methodist Church of Springfield, 
where for years he served as pastor. For twenty-nine of the forty-seven 
years, that the Eev. Dr. McElroy served in the Methodist Church, he was 
in charge of various pastorates. For eighteen years, he served as presid- 
ing elder or district superintendent. His service as pastor took him to 
ten different cities in central Illinois. In addition to his services as 
pastor and district superintendent, the Eev. Dr. McElroy has been a 
delegate to the general conference of the Methodist Church six times; 
a delegate to the general conference and a delegate to the first Ecu- 
menical conference held in England in 1881. His knowledge of church 
affairs in Illinois was second to no one and this he has left for all members 
of the church by writing a history of Methodism in Illinois, covering the 
entire State, from the installation of the church in the State to its 
present position and development. 

The death of Eev. Dr. McElroy comes as a shock to Methodists in all 
parts of the State. 

Born in Harrison County, Ohio, June 10, 1832, of farmer parentage, 
the rugged Scotch-Irish ancestry of the veteran minister will always be 
shown by his written words and by the memory of his deeds. 

His father was Eobert McElroy and his mother Mary McElroy. The 
father removed from Ohio to Illinois with his family in 1840, settling 
on a farm in Pike County, near Griggsville. In 1852, W. N". McElroy, 
in company with his elder brother, Hamilton McElroy, crossed the 
plains to California, from whence he returned to Illinois in December, 
1854, by way of the Isthmus of Panama, Cuba and New Orleans, and 
on October 7, 1856, was united in marriage at Griggsville with Miss 
Stasira M. Pasteur. 
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For a few years he taught school, serving one year at the Wesleyan 
University at Bloomington as teacher of the president's classes. In 
1860 he entered the traveling ministry of the Methodist Church, likened 
by him, as being at that time similar to the duties of circuit rider, his 
duties compelling him to travel over a large amount of territory. After 
twenty-nine years of active service in the ministry, beginning with his 
first charge at Naples, he served in order at Havana, the First church 
at Shelbyville, and twice at the First church in Bloomington. Then fol- 
lowed two services at the First church at Champaign, then came the 
First church at Danville, followed by the First church at Decatur, Grace 
church at Jacksonville, from whence he came to the First Methodist 
Church of Springfield, and also served as pastor of the Kumler and 
Laurel Methodist churches. 

During his eighteen years as presiding elder he served in the Cham- 
paign, Bloomington, Jacksonville and Springfield districts. In 1898, 
with only eleven members as beginners, he organized the Douglas Ave- 
nue M. E. Church which has since grown to be one of the strongholds of 
Methodism in Springfield, and also during his pastorate of the Laurel 
Methodist Church the present edifice was constructed. 

The many pastorates covered was explained by Bev. McElroy by the 
fact that when he first entered the ministry the limit of pastorate was 
two years. In 1880 it was changed to three years, in 1888 to five years, 
and in 1900 the time limit was taken off entirely. 

Few men in the ministry, either in the Methodist or any other church, 
have extended their years of continuous active service over a longer 
period than had Eev. McElroy. Hundreds of thousands have listened 
to the word he had to tell, hundreds have been united in wedlock, by this 
veteran in the service of the Master, and he has christened thousands of 
children and brought the final message of comfort and consolation into 
many a grief stricken home. 

On October 7, 1912, the Eev. Dr. and Mrs. McElroy celebrated their 
fifty-sixth wedding anniversary. 

There were five children born to them, three daughters and two sons. 
The three daughters preceded their father in death. 

The deceased is survived by his wife and two sons, Charles 6. and 
Bobert McElroy, both residing in Springfield. 



